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T ES TIM ON 


RESPECTING OUR DEAR 


DECEASED FRIEND 


RICHARD SHACKLETON, 


FE was ai on fon of . Ab . Margaret 


Shackleton reſpecting whom honourable mention 


hath been made in a Teſtimony given forth by this 


Meeting, and as born at Ballitore the 28th of 7th 
Month 1726, Diſcovering early an inclination for 


learning, his father, who kept a boarding-ſchool, had 
him inſtructed in the neceſfary qualifications for afliſting 
and ſucceeding him in that uſeful occupation. An ac- 
count of the viſitations of divine love mercifully extend- 
ed to him is found in his own writing in a letter to a 
near friend, conveying much inſtruction, as follows, 
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God Almighty viſited my Spirit with a ſenſe of His 
„ goodneſs (precious above all things) in the very ear- 
| ly part of my life, as early as I think I have any re- 
« membrance: He graciouſly renewed the ſame divine 
influence upon my ſoul at various ſeaſons of my Child» 
l hood and more advanced youth: This ſenſe and ſa- 
| « your was every thing needful to me: it was know- 
| * ledge enough, e enough, joy and comfort in 
abundance; while In poſſeſſion of this I wanted no- 
thing; all things as to me were right; but tempta- 
tions ſuited to my caſt and diſpoſitions as a bay were 
« thrown'in my way; puerile amuſements reading un- 
profitable vain books were-ſpread before me, and I 
e was at times taken in the ſnare. When the heart 
4 gave its preference to theſe N the heavens 
ly gueſt withdrew and would nok reſide with ſuch ri- 
© vals. ' Let good and gractous wes the Lord, who, 
* notwithſtanding my unfaithſulneſs would knock again 
* for an entrance, and offer again to viſit; and as I 
© opened the door of my heart (or rather he opened 
* by His. ſpirit) he came in with the power of his judge | 
ments, by his operative word and the pain attending. 
A burned up the chaffy combuſtible nature, and this 
office being over, remained a flame of pure and ho- 
4 ly Joy. $0 I experienced Him to be not only a jes- 
| 4 lous God, but a conſuming fire. Thus with theſe 
40 alternate viſits arid confliéts I went on till I grew to 
42 more advanced ſtage of youth then the ſubtie nets 
tg of gloſſy worldly Wiſdom, and the toils of youthful 
k luſts, which war againſt the foul proved too ſtrong 
le for me, and often carried my veſſel back again down * 
the ſtream of natural inclination; Arrived at Man. 
hood, and being about to ſettle in life, an high band 
6 arreſted me in my courſe, ſheved me my ſtate of al- 
| © 'enation 


(6 N 


Pho and the impoſſibility of my making an happy 


© progreſs without the divine bleſſing: ſo in the ſince-: 
< rity of my heart I obeyed the heavenly viſion, became 


as a fool amongſt my, companions. and an alien 


* amongſt. my intimate acquaintance. I fought retire. 
mont and the company of them who companied wih 


jeſus. My ſincerity was ſeen by the great Creator, 


and many were the baptiſms I was baptized with ia 
that day; it Was alſo felt by his approved-ſervants, 


and eloſe was the fellowſhip:cemented between many 


« of- their ſpixirs and mine. (Thus, L have gone on t2 
this day and hour, on the fame ſearch, hungry and 
© thirſty ſtill, not deſiring any thing ſo much as the 
bread of hfe for myſelf and my .dear "I n 
0 | nfons in the fame travail * 1 


2 


cf 


- Thoug * paſſeſſed of ſuperior: el * -and 
domed ith the gifts and graces of the ſpirit, he did 


not value himſelf thereon, bur ſteadily advanced in biz 


pilgrimage, bowed down under a grateful ſenſe of the 45 


numerous favours received at the divine hand, Ta his 


moſt intimate friends he frequently entorced the necefli» 
ty of Humility, as the only ſafe ſituation to keep con- 
tinually in, 3 leſt himſelf ar thoſe he dearly 


| loved thould by the ſtratagems of the enemy be drawn 
therefrom. -Hlis naturally cheerful diſpoſition, being {in 


great meaſure) regulated by beſt Wiſdom, he had much 
enjoyment of ſorial and domeſtick comforts, with 
which he was remarkably bleſſed. He-was a kind alecs 


tionate huſband, a tender and careful father, a good 


Neighbour, liberal and generous, - eſpecially exemplary 
in any thing relating to the wants of our ſociety. Bu 
he was careful that his attention ſhould not be too long 


W hy any thing 1 in this world. Thoſe who had 


Py 


4% 5 $6 
3 opportunity of minutely obſerving his conduct have 
often perceived him retiring from company to ſeek in 
ſecret a renewal of ſpiritual ſtrength. And we doubt not 
with like filial piety, in the midit of his outward employ 
(which he conducted with great reputation, he was en- 
gaged frequently to aſk for divine counſel and wiſdam, 
particularly when'deprived by death of his highly va- 
lued father.) He recommended to his friends a practice 
be found beneficial to hjmſelf, devoting a part of each | 
evening to religious retirement; the effects of ſuch ſa- | - 
crifices were at times obvious i 0 him, his countenance | : 
indicating that he had been in the beſt company. The ; 
proſperity of genuine Chriſtianity was the object of his 
greateſt ſolicitude: for: this his ſpirit was exerciſed in 
deep mental travail: for this he was willing to be em- 
loyed in any way conſiſtent with infinite Wiſdom in 
ivr or more /publick labour. He was particularly <= 
mplary in a diligent attendance of meetings appointed 
for the good order of the ſociety, and latterly when -at | 
liberty from his outward occupation almoſt conſtantly 
attended the Vearly-Meeting at London. He long filled 
with much propriety the weighty ſtation of an Elder, 
As his dwelling was near the ſpring of divine refreſhment, 
he was often enabled to draw water for the benefit of 
others. He was a man of great benevolencg, and the 
welfare of his fellow Creatures was very near his heart, 
frequently expreſſing his deep travail of ſpirit for the 
falvation of all mankind. For the departure from anci- 
ent purity obvious in our religious ſociety, he deeply 
mourned; on this account his tears were poured forth; 
yet he was conſoled in hope that through ſuffering and 
patience the Church would come forth from her wil- 
derneſs ſtate, though he did not expect to ſee it in his 
| £25 He was often engaged in the Family-viſiti in divers 
. i? parts, 


CY 
parts; and was earneſt that the flock might be EF iato 3 
freſh /and living paſtures and feed ſecurely beſide, the . 
ſtill waters. He uſed to ſay that he eſteemed it his ho- 
nour ta be allowed to tread theſe courts, or to be em- | 
ployed on any little errand as a boy or runner about 
the houſe, becauſe in this houſe there was 'abundance 
of ſoul-ſuſtaining nouriſhment, there was bread enough 
and to ſpare ; and when thus broken. in ſpirit amongſt 
his friends, and thus pouring forth the warm expreſſi- 
on of his gratitude, he would ſpeak largely of the 
5 beauty of the houſe of God, how it is all glorious; ho- 
its pavement ſhone with holineſs, and how clean ought 
to be the feet which trod therein. E He was well gifted for 
- this private labour in families, which. he believed our 
Lord partieularly intended when. herenjoined the diſci- 
ples to waſh one another's feet; being an unceaſi ing ob- 
ligation on all their ſucceſſors in the Truth to do e en * 
4 he had done to them, that by.1 this exerciſe of d 
pline the members might be preſerved clean from aber 
blemith. . Being endued with the ſpirit of diſcernment 
reſpecting Miniſtry, (Which he. pare deſired, might 
_ flow pure and unmixed from the ſacred ſpring). be was 
well qualified to be A nurſing father to thoſe i in the ſta- 
tion of Miniſters, who. wanted. a hand of help and ſuch : 
he encouraged to an humble, ſimp le, faithful, diligent 1 
occupying with the divine gift. Ly A letter a few months 
before his deceaſe he wrote: The faithfulneſs and de- 
7 dication of ſome of you has been cauſe of Joy. and u 
_©kind of triumph, to me, ſo that according, to my. meas | 
| ure I can join a remnant in adopting the Apoſtle's ex- 
*preſf ion; “ For what is our hope, our joy, our crown, of 
rejoicing? are not even ye in the preſence of our Lord 
« Jfus Chriſt at, his coming ? for ye are our glory. and 
4 Je. . 10 che Lord alone be the praiſe of his own 


works, 


5 
works, but let His oun works praiſe-Hita.” He was 
:fervent in (interceſſion i for his beloved offspring, that 
they might be preſerved near the ſource of-all our bleſ- 
-fings; and as they dwelt humbly before Him who is 
Lord of earth as well as heaven, he had no doubt bur 
- fuffieiency of the good things of this life would be 
granted them with “ a treaſure in che heavens that fan- 
eth not.“ To a particular friend about three weeks 
” before his ente he wrote, I un that We: know 
* revolution of e Lord's s.year i in Wir ſpirits; — that 
He uill be 'mercifully pleaſed to deliver us from evil 
bes > and ads us to 0 end and at the end. e 


f 


Beg on a viGt4 to our Prorisetil bsel t Am 
hubs he was taken ill at the houſe of our friend John 
Gatchell. Under the heavy preſſure of his diſorder which 

was termed a low fever, he ſaid he did not know how 
the diſpenſation would terminate, if it was come for the 
final ſeparation he feared he was not prepared, but he 
believed the baptiſm of ſickneſs was neceſſary for puri- 
fcation. After much depreſſion of mind he was en- 
couraged in the recoltection of Iaiah goth Chap. iſt 
| 12 2d ver. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, faith 
your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jeruſalem and 
Kt "cry unto her, that her warfare. is accompliſhed, 
40 * that her iniquity is pardoned; for ſhe hath teceixed of 
* the Lord hand double for All her ſins. He diſco- 
4 vered no impatience, lay calm and ſpoke at times 
rather cheerfully to thoſe about him. He once faid, 1 
"think it a favour that 1 feel a ſympathy with the {ved Lin 
ſuffering. He ſpoke of what a gloomy day it was. in 
jeruſalem When our Lord was about to be offered vp. 
; how * the Komen were who followed him and 


SG 120 | how 


TC I.3 
how: he exhorted them, © Daughters of. Jeruſalem weep 
not for me, but weep for yourſelves and for your Chil- 
« dren.” Alſo how the high profeſſors arrayed him in 
a purple robe and mocked him, and that now the fame 
ſpirit was ſetting up a mockery of Chriſtiavity while 
they were.crucifying him afreſh. He ſaid that the pre- 
ſent times required to ſend for the mourning women, 
ſuch as were ſkilful in lamentation. At another time 
* appearing under great languor and depreſſion he aid, 
N = ends,—my friends, —pra me, that my 
N 2 fail not.” To ſome tali leave 15 5 he 
33 recommended faithfulneſs and dedication to pow 
. duties, which would draw down the. bleſſing on them 
and on their families; ſaid that what we profeſs is the 
Truth, which our worthy predeceſſors were ſo eminently 
called to ſupport, laying the axe to the root of the cor- 
- Tupt tree. He ſpoke of a ſacrifice which Dayig made 
that was accepted, even a broken and a contrite ſpirit 
a he 1 8 hits — was accept. 


« _ 2, 


"Karly | in the morning of 28th of 8h Month, being 
the 8th day of his illneſs he paſſed through bre con- 
flict. For about an hour he was favoured with calm- 
neſs: frequently embraced a beloved Child who at- 
tended him and about 7. o'clock ſame morning quietly 
departed this life in the 66th year of his age. His remains 4 
being conveyed to Ballitore were interred the zoth of 3 
the month after a folemn . N 


88 ng uncommonly bleſſed with heath and 
his mental faculties continuing undiminiſhed, to his 
| beloved wife, numerous friends and connections his 
removal was an unexpected ſtroke. We doubt not his 
purified ſpirit is now in the enjoyment of an everlalizng = 
= erown. May we profirably feel our loss 4 
. „ Who 9 


A 


FP 
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« Who then is a faithful and wiſe ſervant, whom his 
6 Lord hath made ruler over his houſhold to give them 
* meat in due ſeaſon? Bleſſed is that ſervant whom his 
Lord when he cometh ſhall find fo doing; verily I ſay 
unto you that he ſhall make him ruler over all his 


0 Goods.” 10 Mat. 24 Chap, 45, 46 and 47 ver. n oh 
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The 1 {= "PRI concerning our dear 
en Richard Shackleton having been read in our 


e we have full unity therewith. 
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Signed in and on behalf of our Quarterly Mens 
iſt of 4th month 1793, by | 

JOHN RUSSEL, 

Clerk to the meeting this time, 

ene and approved in our National Hu Yeary/ A E 


M; ti h eld in hln the 290” 8 ment 
* Werke an and on ehalf theref f Signed by by 


SAMUEL ELLY 
Clerk to the meeting this time. 


* W 1 % - 
* * 7 ey , : 4 
p jet * — i I "4 2 
n = £ 3 C 
* * 0 5 * GA * , 8 wa — 
5 N * 


FE 


oe. © 3 * 
2 > o . 1 


5 * * 3 
—— 4 _—_ * 5 * 


* 
* 


5 + i} 
> a 
* a 7 ” . 7 2 s 


|: 
it 
| 
| 
E 


